
Edesa Bitbadal, a
San Jose planning
commissioner, and
Mehdi Safipour.

Persian philanthropist Bita Daryabari, celebrat-
ed in jet-set circles and photographed in stunning
gowns, is shifting her sights from the social pag-
es to ranks of the socially and legally oppressed.
In March, the second annual gala for the Pars
Equality Center, the first nonprofit legal support
center for Iranian Americans in the United States,
which she co-founded with Banafsheh Akhlaghi,
a former Amnesty International director and legal
expert, drew more than 560 guests and raised
more than $120,000 for the cause. Sharmin
Bock, an Alameda County assistant district at-
torney, and Edesa Bitbadal, a San Jose planning
commissioner, were among those at the Crowne
Plaza Cabana Hotel in Palo Alto, where the
event, tied to Nowruz, the Persian New Year,
featured a performance by Iranian pop singer
Shahram Shabpareh, DJs and a Persian buffet.
The same week, Pars’ efforts were lauded by the
city of San Jose in an official proclamation by
Mayor Chuck Reed. 

— Carolyne Zinko

Top: Philanthropist Bita Daryabari and Sharmin
Bock, an assistant Alameda County district attorney.
Above: Edesa Bitbadal, a San Jose planning
commissioner, and Mehdi Safipour.
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PARS’ PERSIAN
NEW YEAR
CELEBRATION GALA

The U.S. debut of the ex-
perimental documentary
“Wilde Salomé” gathered
nearly 1,000 guests for a
March 21 red-carpet screening
at the Castro Theatre in San
Francisco. The film is an ex-
ploration of the life and work
of Oscar Wilde. Written and
directed by Al Pacino, who
also plays leading man Herod,
“Wilde Salomé” ponders the
complexities of Wilde’s re-
vered play “Salomé,” as well
as the evolution of Jessica
Chastain’s acting career.

“This is a special event for
us, and we have been looking
forward to this day for over
five years, since we started
production,” producer Barry
Navidi said.

Attending the premiere
were fashion designer Jean
Paul Gaultier, burlesque
performer Dita Von Teese,
actress Joan Chen, Green
Day’s Tre Cool, Banana Re-
public President Jack Calhoun
and, of course, Pacino, who
refers to the film as his “most
personal project ever.” 

The premiere was present-
ed by Banana Republic and
Wells Fargo. Ticket sales
benefited the GLBT Historical
Society, dedicated to preserv-
ing and interpreting gay, lesbi-
an, bisexual and transgender
history, a cause close to
Wilde’s heart.

The debut coincided with
the recently proclaimed Os-
car Wilde Day, the 130th
anniversary of Wilde’s visit to
San Francisco in March 1882.

— Delia Keller

Clockwise from top left: director-actor Al Pacino with Dita Von Teese; Claudia Suarez and Tre Cool; Robert Davari
with Jessica Engholm; Parvin Rahnema with Bijan Davari; Jessica Engholm, Alexandra Doroshenko, Barry Navidi and
Sima Navidi; and Peter Hui and Joan Chen. 
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Claudia Suarez
and Tre Cool.

‘WILDE SALOMÉ’ SCREENING AT CASTRO 
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Guests large and small
alighted at an elegant kid-
die carnival last month
during the annual Snuggly
Soiree fun-raiser hosted by
philanthropists Ann and
Gordon Getty in their Gold
Coast manse.

Well-dressed tots ca-
reened around the marble
courtyard set up with myri-
ad delights from face paint-
ing to gourmet fairground
food cooked up by Getty
chef Jennifer Johnson as
their folks raised $200K in
support of the Glogau Ted-
dy Bear Rescue Fund at
UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital.

Even Ann Getty couldn’t
resist the lure of a spin on a
carnival-style motorcycle
ride, expertly racing a few
rounds against a deter-
mined 10-year-old.

Founded 11 years ago by
Pam Glogau and her hus-
band, Dr. Richard Glogau,
the fund recently surpassed

the $1 million mark in pro-
viding basic comforts (in-
cluding food, transportation,
housing, medications and
teddy bears) not covered by
insurance for UCSF’s pedi-
atric patients and their
families.

Among the revelers:
UCSF School of Medicine
Dean Dr. Sam Hawgood;
Debby and Peter Magowan
and their son and daughter-
in-law Matthew and Jenni-
fer Cook; Ron Conway;
Carole and Bob McNeil;
Pamela and Ted Deikel;
Laurie and Bill Hake; and
UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital Executive Director
Kimberly Scurr.

The bottom line was
assisted by a luxurious
lineup of silent-auction
goodies including VIP tick-
ets to the Madonna con-
cert, an S.F. Giants-Dodgers
baseball package, and a
high-tech, grilled cheese
lunch for 10 with MC Ham-

mer at Jonathan Kaplan’s
Melt restaurant.

And it turns out that
Hammer, who recently
celebrated his 50th birthday
at a party hosted by Con-
way at the Tonga Room,
not only knows how to
dance — he knows from
kids, too.

“I have six kids, so I un-
derstand the needs of fami-
lies,” said the rapper. “I had
a premature baby 6½ years
ago and met a lot of fami-
lies during that extended
time at the hospital. So it’s
great to see events like this
one focused on helping
families and kids.”

Magic serenade: There was
a serious dilemma at the
Fairmont Hotel during the
San Francisco Opera Guild’s
Evening of Enchantment
gala on March 23: Guests
were torn between bidding
on a Paris Fashion Week
trip or vying for a dinner

with hunky baritone Nathan
Gunn.

The elegant evening,
co-chaired by Jane Mudge
and Shannon Cronan, also
honored Gunn, who returns
to San Francisco on June 13
for his star turn in the
Opera’s new production of
Mozart’s “The Magic Flute,”
colorfully reimagined by
visual artist Jun Kaneko.

Cocktails commenced in
the Crown Room, followed
by a dinner and live auction
in the Gold Room, where
Gunn and his equally tal-
ented wife, pianist Julie
Gunn, serenaded these
swells with classic cabaret
tunes.

Mayor Ed Lee even joined
the chorus when the Guild
presented Gunn with a
certificate of honor. 

Magic, indeed. As the
gala also benefited the
Opera Guild’s arts and
education programs, which
helps some 55,000 stu-
dents throughout Northern
California discover their
voices.

Catherine Bigelow is The San
Francisco Chronicle society
correspondent.
missbigelow@sfgate.com

Miss Bigelow
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A BEAR OF A HUG
FOR TEDDY FUND

_Opera gala event co-chairs Shannon
Cronan (left) and Jane Mudge with
baritone Nathan Gunn and S.F. Opera
Guild President Ann Girard.

= Gordon Glogau (left) with Gordon Getty and
his mom, Pam Glogau, at the Snuggly Soiree. 

> Benefactors Clark and
Sharon Winslow celebrate
all things opera during the
Evening of Enchantment
gala. 

>Maggie Hake (left), MC Hammer and
Megan Schmidt helped pull in $200,000 for
the Glogau Teddy Bear Rescue Fund.

Community
Gatepath The
Hillsborough

Auxiliary hosts Swingin’ at the Savoy,
the 60th gala dinner-dance featuring
a cocktail reception, the Black-Tie
Jazz Orchestra and live auction in
support of this organization’s pro-
grams for their developmentally
disabled clients. 6 p.m. Sat. Airport
Marriott, 1800 Old Bayshore High-
way, Burlingame. Tickets: $185.
(650) 259-0160.

For a list of upcoming benefits, go to
www.sfgate.com/style. E-mail benefits
invitations to benefits@sfchronicle.com.
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